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Several decades back, | sat (attentively) through a briefing on the Kyoto Protocol. A colleague of mine asked 
me what it was all about. 


| told him it was an economic plan drawn up by environmentalists and doomed to failure. Boy, | was wrong. 


No doubt the protocol was an economic scheme. Basically, the smart folks at the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) came up with a new, global currency - carbon. Then they decided 
to split the world into good (developing nations) and bad (us) and have the bad pay for the good. Or 
something like that. 


It's no big surprise the United States did not ratify this bit of fancy. 


It was hardly going to tie itself into a deal that would punish Americans and put zero responsibility on the 
largest countries in the world - India and China. 


Oddly, Canada adopted this fatally flawed scheme and then, in a moment of sanity, withdrew. 
It's not a great idea to be part of a punishing agreement our major trading partner did not ratify. 
Oh, and there was the business of Canada being compelled to pay $15 billion for its carbon sins. 


Many decades on, the Kyoto Protocol stands as a monument to the hubris of the United Nations in particular 
and self-proclaimed environmentalists generally. 


For all the proclaiming and pontificating, the effect on climate was zero (if you don't count the trees used to 
print the report). 


But | was wrong about the protocol being an economic document. It was one of the first scriptures of a new 
religion - the Church of Climatology. Heretofore, climatology was a science studying the earth's climate. As a 
science, it gathered little attention. But kicked into the realm of theology, the religion of Climatology exploded. 
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Untied from the shackles of scientific research, climatology was free to make dramatic, apocalyptic 
declarations. The world was divided into true believers and the heretics, the dreaded climate skeptics. 


The true believers rushed forward and, with all the fiscal clarity demonstrated in the Kyoto Protocol, set out to 
build a new, green economy. 


The results, predictably, have been underwhelming. 
In Ontario, the Dalton McGuinty Liberal government rushed forward with a plan for renewable energy. 


The Green Energy Act of 2009 promised Ontario would be the world leader in renewables, creating hundreds 
of thousands of new, high-paying jobs. 


The cost? Well, according to Environmental Defence Canada, all this investment would only cost the average 
Ontarian a penny on their energy bill. One penny. Heck, it was a no-brainer. 


No brainer indeed. Almost two decades on, Ontario is not a leader in renewables and taxpayers are paying 
dearly for unreliable energy. 


The fiasco cost McGuinty his government. But the Climatologists were undeterred. 


They headed to Ottawa to help Prime Minister Justin Trudeau push through a carbon tax. Canadians would 
pay more for things like gasoline, diesel fuel and home heating fuel, but heck, they'd get all the money back in 
rebates. Great stuff. 


It turns out the revenue-neutral thing wasn't exactly true (see the penny on your hydro bill). And, gosh darn it, 
putting a sin tax on heating and driving to work doesn't make any sense in a cold country. Unless, of course, 
you're a Climatologist. 


This will cost Trudeau his government. 
It seems climatologists don't have particularly keen political acumen. 


Canada needs reliable, clean and affordable energy but, evidenced by two decades of Climatology disasters, 
we can get smart energy without the theology. 


Snobelen was a cabinet minister in the Conservative government of Ontario premier Mike Harris from 1995 to 
2002 
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